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DEVELOPING CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS
IN ENGLISH LEARNERS

Annotation: this article explores the importance of developing critical thinking skills in English learners, focusing
on effective strategies, classroom techniques and the impact of critical thinking on language proficiency. It highlights
the theoretical and practical aspects of critical thinking development in language education.

Key words: critical thinking, English learners, language education, skills development, teaching strategies.

AHHOTaUMUA: B 3TO CTaTbe PacCMaTPUBAETCH BAKHOCTb PA3BUTUSA HABLIKOB KPUTUYECKOTO MbILLSIEHUS Y U3Y-
YaloLLMX aHIMMACKUIA A3blK, 0COB0Ee BHUMAHUE yaensdeTcs apdekTMBHbIM CTpaTernsam, Metogam paboTbl B knacce
1 BMSAHMWIO KPUTUYECKOTrO MbILLMEHMS Ha YPOBEHb BMafeHUs A3blkOM. B Hell ocBeLLaoTcs TeopeTuyeckne 1 npak-
TUYECKMEe acneKTbl PasBUTUS KPUTUHECKOIO MbILLNIEHUS B A3bIKOBOM 06pa3oBaHum.

KnroueBble cnoBa: Kpumu4yeckoe MblWIeHUE, usyqarowue aHenulickull a3bIK, S3biIKkogoe obpasosaHue, pas-

eumue HaeblKos, cmpameauu O5y’-IeHUFI.

Annotatsiya: ushbu maqgola ingliz tilini o‘rganuvchilarda tanqidiy fikrlash ko‘nikmalarini rivojlantirish, samarali
strategiyalar, sinf texnikasi va tanqidiy fikrlashning tilni bilishga ta’siriga e’tiborni garatishning muhimligini o‘'rganadi.
Unda til ta’limida tanqidiy fikrlashni rivojlantirishning nazariy va amaliy jihatlari yoritilgan.

Kalit so‘zlar: tanqidiy fikrlash, ingliz tilini o‘’rganuvchilar, til ta’limi, ko‘nikmalarni rivojlantirish, o‘qitish strategiyalari.

Introduction. In the modern educational landscape,
critical thinking is recognized as a vital skill that
empowers learners to analyze, evaluate and create
knowledge. For English learners, developing critical
thinking skills is essential not only for language mastery
but also for enhancing cognitive abilities. This article
examines the significance of critical thinking skills in
English language education and explores effective
methods for fostering these skills.

Literature review. The concept of critical thinking
has been explored by various scholars, with definitions
ranging from reflective thinking to problem-solving skills.
Notable theories by Paul and Elder (2006) emphasize
the importance of clarity, accuracy, precision and logic in
critical thinking. In language education, critical thinking
is linked to improved reading comprehension, speaking
proficiency and writing skills.

Existing research emphasizes that critical thinking is
a vital component of effective language learning. Studies
have shown that students who engage in critical thinking
tasks demonstrate better language proficiency, improved
comprehension and enhanced communication skills.

Methodology. This study employed a qualitative
research design to examine the effectiveness of critical
thinking strategies in English language education.
A combination of classroom observations, teacher

interviews and student feedback was used to gain a
comprehensive understanding of the impact of these
strategies on learners’ language proficiency.

Participants: the study involved 120 English
learners from various proficiency levels, ranging from A1
to B2 according to the Common European Framework
of Reference for Languages (CEFR). The learners were
enrolled in general English courses at a university, and
their participation was voluntary.

Classroom Observations: observations were
conducted over a period of six weeks. The researcher
observed teaching methods, student engagement,
and the types of critical thinking activities implemented
in the classroom. Notes were taken on how these
activities were integrated into lessons and the students’
responses to them.

Teacher Interviews: semi-structured interviews were
conducted with 10 English language teachers. The aim
was to explore their perspectives on the use of critical
thinking in the classroom, the challenges they faced
and the perceived outcomes of using such strategies.

Student Feedback: surveys and focus group
discussions were used to gather feedback from students.
These included questions on their experiences with
critical thinking activities, their perceived improvements
in language skills and their attitudes toward the learning
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process. Students were also asked about their cultural
background and how they viewed critical thinking in the
context of their education.

Instructional Strategies: several critical thinking
strategies were incorporated into the lessons, including:

Socratic Questioning: teachers used open-ended
questions to encourage students to explore different
perspectives and think deeply about the material.

Problem-Based Learning: students were given
real-world problems to solve, requiring them to apply
their language skills in creative and analytical ways.

Discussion. The findings indicate that integrating
critical thinking skills into English language teaching
significantly enhances learners’ analytical and reflective
abilities. Teachers observed that students who engaged
in critical thinking activities demonstrated improved
comprehension and communication skills. Socratic
questioning encouraged learners to explore diverse
perspectives, while problem-based learning promoted
independent thinking. However, challenges included
students’ initial difficulty in adapting to critical thinking
tasks and teachers’ need for professional development
in designing effective activities. It is essential to provide
ongoing support and training for educators to ensure
successful implementation.

Results. The study showed that students actively
participating in critical thinking tasks experienced
significant progress across several language areas.
Specifically, improvements in reading comprehension
were evident, with learners able to interpret complex
texts with greater insight. Writing coherence was also

notably enhanced, as students began to organize
their ideas more logically and present their arguments
with clarity. In verbal communication, students
demonstrated more sophisticated reasoning and could
engage in meaningful discussions, reflecting a deeper
understanding of the subject matter.

Feedback from teachers revealed an increase
in student motivation and overall engagement
with the learning material. They noted that critical
thinking exercises fostered more dynamic classroom
interactions, where learners became more confident
in expressing their viewpoints.

Conclusion. Developing critical thinking skills in
English learners is essential not only for improving
language proficiency but also for preparing students
to engage effectively in the globalized world. Critical
thinking fosters independent learning, enhances
problem-solving abilities and cultivates a deeper
understanding of language concepts. This study
demonstrates that when students are encouraged
to think critically, they become more confident
communicators, capable of navigating complex real-
world situations.

Moreover, integrating critical thinking into language
education helps learners develop essential cognitive
skills, such as analysis, evaluation and synthesis, which
are invaluable in academic and professional settings.
As a result, educators should continue to explore
and apply diverse pedagogical strategies, such as
Socratic questioning, project-based learning and peer
discussions, to nurture these skills.
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