The Handbook of
English for
Specific Purposes



Blackwell Handbooks in Linguistics

This outstanding multi-volume series covers all the major subdisciplines within linguistics today and,
when complete, will offer a comprehensive survey of linguistics as a whole.

Already published:

The Handbook of Child Language
Edited by Paul Fletcher and Brian MacWhinney

The Handbook of Phonological Theory, Second
Edition

Edited by John A. Goldsmith, Jason Riggle, and
Alan C. L. Yu

The Handbook of Contemporary Semantic Theory
Edited by Shalom Lappin

The Handbook of Sociolinguistics
Edited by Florian Coulmas

The Handbook of Phonetic Sciences, Second Edition
Edited by William J. Hardcastle and John Laver

The Handbook of Morphology
Edited by Andrew Spencer and Arnold Zwicky

The Handbook of Japanese Linguistics
Edited by Natsuko Tsujimura

The Handbook of Linguistics
Edited by Mark Aronoff and Janie Rees-Miller

The Handbook of Contemporary Syntactic Theory
Edited by Mark Baltin and Chris Collins

The Handbook of Discourse Analysis
Edited by Deborah Schiffrin, Deborah Tannen,
and Heidi E. Hamilton

The Handbook of Language Variation and Change
Edited by J. K. Chambers, Peter Trudgill, and
Natalie Schilling-Estes

The Handbook of Historical Linguistics
Edited by Brian D. Joseph and Richard D. Janda

The Handbook of Language and Gender
Edited by Janet Holmes and Miriam Meyerhoff

The Handbook of Second Language Acquisition
Edited by Catherine J. Doughty and Michael H.
Long

The Handbook of Bilingualism and Multilingualism,
Second Edition
Edited by Tej K. Bhatia and William C. Ritchie

The Handbook of Pragmatics
Edited by Laurence R. Horn and Gregory Ward

The Handbook of Applied Linguistics
Edited by Alan Davies and Catherine Elder

The Handbook of Speech Perception
Edited by David B. Pisoni and Robert E. Remez

The Handbook of the History of English
Edited by Ans van Kemenade and Bettelou Los

The Handbook of English Linguistics
Edited by Bas Aarts and April McMahon

The Handbook of World Englishes
Edited by Braj B. Kachru, Yamuna Kachru, and
Cecil L. Nelson

The Handbook of Educational Linguistics
Edited by Bernard Spolsky and Francis M. Hult

The Handbook of Clinical Linguistics
Edited by Martin J. Ball, Michael R. Perkins,
Nicole Miiller, and Sara Howard

The Handbook of Pidgin and Creole Studies
Edited by Silvia Kouwenberg and John Victor
Singler

The Handbook of Language Teaching
Edited by Michael H. Long and
Catherine J. Doughty

The Handbook of Language Contact
Edited by Raymond Hickey

The Handbook of Language and Speech Disorders
Edited by Jack S. Damico, Nicole Miiller, Martin
J. Ball

The Handbook of Computational Linguistics and
Natural Language Processing

Edited by Alexander Clark, Chris Fox, and
Shalom Lappin

The Handbook of Language and Globalization
Edited by Nikolas Coupland

The Handbook of Hispanic Linguistics
Edited by Manuel Diaz-Campos

The Handbook of Language Socialization
Edited by Alessandro Duranti, Elinor Ochs, and
Bambi B. Schieffelin

The Handbook of Intercultural Discourse and
Communication

Edited by Christina Bratt Paulston, Scott F.
Kiesling, and Elizabeth S. Rangel

The Handbook of Historical Sociolinguistics
Edited by Juan Manuel Herndndez-Campoy and
Juan Camilo Conde-Silvestre

The Handbook of Hispanic Linguistics
Edited by José Ignacio Hualde, Antxon Olarrea,
and Erin O’Rourke

The Handbook of Conversation Analysis
Edited by Jack Sidnell and Tanya Stivers

The Handbook of English for Specific Purposes
Edited by Brian Paltridge and Sue Starfield



The Handbook of
English for Specific
Purposes

Edited by
Brian Paltridge and Sue Starfield

FWILEY-BLACKWELL

A John Wiley & Sons, Ltd., Publication



This edition first published 2013
© 2013 John Wiley & Sons, Inc

Wiley-Blackwell is an imprint of John Wiley & Sons, formed by the merger of Wiley’s global
Scientific, Technical and Medical business with Blackwell Publishing.

Registered Office
John Wiley & Sons Ltd, The Atrium, Southern Gate, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 85Q, UK

Editorial Offices

350 Main Street, Malden, MA 02148-5020, USA

9600 Garsington Road, Oxford, OX4 2DQ, UK

The Atrium, Southern Gate, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 85Q, UK

For details of our global editorial offices, for customer services, and for information about how to
apply for permission to reuse the copyright material in this book please see our website at www.
wiley.com/wiley-blackwell.

The right of Brian Paltridge and Sue Starfield to be identified as the authors of the editorial material
in this work has been asserted in accordance with the UK Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, except as permitted by the UK Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, without the
prior permission of the publisher.

Wiley also publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats. Some content that appears in print
may not be available in electronic books.

Designations used by companies to distinguish their products are often claimed as trademarks. All
brand names and product names used in this book are trade names, service marks, trademarks or
registered trademarks of their respective owners. The publisher is not associated with any product
or vendor mentioned in this book. This publication is designed to provide accurate and
authoritative information in regard to the subject matter covered. It is sold on the understanding
that the publisher is not engaged in rendering professional services. If professional advice or other
expert assistance is required, the services of a competent professional should be sought.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
The handbook of English for specific purposes / edited by Brian Paltridge and Sue Starfield.
p. cm.
Includes index.
ISBN 978-0-470-65532-0 (cloth)
1. English language-Study and teaching. 1. Paltridge, Brian. II. Starfield, Sue, 1952—
LB1576.H2334 2012
372.6-dc23
2012015791

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Cover image: Einstein’s Dream diptych by Gerrit Greve © Gerrit Greve / Corbis.
Cover design by Workhaus.

Set in 10 on 12 pt Palatino by Toppan Best-set Premedia Limited

1 2013



Contents

Notes on Contributors
Acknowledgments

Introduction to the Handbook

1

The History of English for Specific Purposes Research
ANN M. JoHNS

Part I ESP and Language Skills

2

3

ESP and Speaking
CHRISTINE B. FEAK
ESP and Listening
CarisTINE C. M. GoH
ESP and Reading
ALAN HIRVELA

ESP and Writing

KeN HyLaND
Vocabulary and ESP
AVERIL COXHEAD

Part II Areas of ESP Research

7

8

9

10

11

12

English for Academic Purposes
MAGGIE CHARLES

English for Science and Technology
JEAN PARKINSON

English in the Workplace
MEREDITH MARRA

Business English

FrANCEScA BARGIELA-CHIAPPINI AND ZUOCHENG ZHANG

Legal English

JiLL NORTHCOTT
Aviation English
CAROL LYNN MODER

vii
Xiii

31
35

55

77

95

115

133
137

155

175

193

213

227



Vi

Contents

13

14

15

16

English for Medical Purposes

G1BsoN FERGUSON

English for Nursing

SusaN BosHER

Thesis and Dissertation Writing

PauL THOMPSON

English for Research Publication Purposes
JOHN FLOWERDEW

Part III ESP and Pedagogy

17

18

19

20

Needs Analysis and Curriculum Development in ESP
LYNNE FLOWERDEW

Genre and English for Specific Purposes

BRIAN PALTRIDGE

ESP and Assessment

Dan DoucgLas

Technology and ESP

JoeL BLocH

Part IV Research Perspectives and Methodologies in ESP Research

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

ESP and Corpus Studies

HirARry NEs1

ESP and Intercultural Rhetoric

Urra CoNNOR AND WILLIAM RozYCKI
English for Specific Purposes and English as a Lingua Franca
CATHERINE NICKERSON

Critical Perspectives on ESP

SUE STARFIELD

Gender and Race in ESP Research

Ryuxko KuBoTta AND Liz T. CHIANG
Ethnographic Approaches to ESP Research
DaAcia DREsSSEN-HAMMOUDA
Multimodality and ESP Research

PauL Prior

Conclusion to the Handbook

28

The Future of ESP Research: Resources for Access and Choice
DiANE BELCHER

Index

243

263

283

301

323
325

347

367

385

403
407

427

445

461

481

501

519

535

553



Notes on Contributors

Francesca Bargiela-Chiappini is Honorary Associate Professor in the Centre of
Applied Linguistics, University of Warwick, UK. She has published widely on
business discourse and intercultural business communication.

Diane Belcher is Professor of Applied Linguistics at Georgia State University, a
former co-editor of the journal English for Specific Purposes, and current co-editor
of TESOL Quarterly. She also co-edits a teacher reference series titled Michigan
Series on Teaching Multilingual Writers. She has authored a number of articles on
advanced academic literacy and is currently at work on her seventh edited volume,
on critical and corpus-based approaches to intercultural rhetoric.

Joel Bloch teaches ESL composition at The Ohio State University, Columbus,
Ohio. He is the author of the book Technologies in the Second Language Composition
Classroom and has authored several papers on intercultural rhetoric, plagiarism,
and technology. He is currently completing a book on plagiarism and intellectual
property law and researching multimodal literacies in the academic writing
classroom.

Susan Bosher is Professor and Director of ESL in the English Department,
St. Catherine University, St. Paul, Minnesota. She has taught an English for Nursing
course for pre-nursing immigrant and international students since 2000. In addi-
tion, she has authored an English for Nursing textbook and co-edited a collection
of essays for nurse educators on creating a more culturally inclusive environment
in nursing education. She has also conducted workshops for nursing faculty on
numerous topics related to ESL students in nursing.

Maggie Charles is a Tutor at Oxford University Language Centre, in the UK,
where she specializes in teaching academic writing to graduates. She has pub-
lished work on the pedagogical applications of corpus linguistics, the study of
stance/evaluation and discipline-specific discourse, and has recently co-edited a



viii Notes on Contributors

volume entitled Academic Writing: At the Interface of Corpus and Discourse (with
Diane Pecorari and Susan Hunston). She is also a consultant on academic writing
for the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary.

Liz T. Chiang is a doctoral student in the Department of Language and Literacy
Education in the Faculty of Education at the University of British Columbia,
Canada. Her research interests include racial inequality, non-/native-speaker, and
second language education.

Ulla Connor is the Barbara E. and Karl R. Zimmer Chair in Intercultural Com-
munication at Indiana University in Indianapolis. Her research and teaching has
been on multilingual writers. She is the author of numerous articles as well as the
author of Writing Across Languages (1996) and Intercultural Rhetoric in Second Lan-
guage Writing (2011). She is the founding organizer of the international conference
Intercultural Rhetoric and Written Discourse.

Averil Coxhead is a Senior Lecturer in Applied Linguistics in the School of
Linguistics and Applied Language Studies, Victoria University of Wellington,
New Zealand. She is currently developing several vocabulary size tests, investi-
gating approaches to teaching specialized vocabulary at secondary school level,
and researching the phraseology of the Academic Word List.

Dan Douglas is an Emeritus Professor in the Applied Linguistics program at lowa
State University. He has published extensively on language assessment and lan-
guage for specific purposes.

Dacia Dressen-Hammouda is currently an Associate Professor of English and
Director of the Masters Program in Technical Documentation Design at Blaise
Pascal University, Clermont-Ferrand, France. Her research interests include dis-
coursal silence and writing expertise, L1/L2 writing pedagogy, genre analysis,
ESP/EAP, intercultural technical communication and user studies.

Christine B. Feak is a Lecturer in English for Academic Purposes at the University
of Michigan English Language Institute, Ann Arbor, Michigan, where she teaches
both speaking and writing courses. In addition to co-authoring textbooks with
John Swales on academic writing, she is co-author of Academic Interactions: Com-
municating on Campus, a corpus-informed academic speaking textbook.

Gibson Ferguson is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Sheffield, UK, and
Director of the MA programme in Applied Linguistics. He researches in the areas
of language policy, teacher education and ESP/EMP and has published in such
journals as English for Specific Purposes, International Journal of Applied Linguistics,
International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, and World Englishes. He
is also the author of Language Planning and Education (2006).



Notes on Contributors ix

John Flowerdew is a Professor in the Department of English, City University of
Hong Kong. His research interests include discourse analysis and English for
specific purposes. Among other books, he has published Academic Listening:
Research Perspectives; Research Perspectives on English for Academic Purposes (with
Matthew Peacock); Academic Discourse, Second Language Listening: Theory and Prac-
tice (with Lindsay Miller); and Lexical Cohesion and Corpus Linguistics (with Michaela
Mahlberg). His latest books are Advances in Discourse Studies (edited with Vijay
Bhatia and Rodney Jones) and Critical Discourse Analysis in Historiography.

Lynne Flowerdew teaches and carries out research at the Hong Kong University
of Science and Technology. Her research and teaching interests include corpus
linguistics, genre analysis and EAP/ESP curriculum design and methodology. She
has published widely in different areas of corpus linguistics in international jour-
nals and refereed edited collections. Her most recent books are New Trends in
Corpora and Language Learning, co-edited with Ana Frankenberg-Garcia and Guy
Aston, and an authored book Corpora and Language Education.

Christine C. M. Goh is Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics in the National
Institute of Education, Singapore (Nanyang Technological University). Her inter-
ests include development and assessment of listening and speaking, and the role
of metacognition in L2 learning. She has authored many international journal
articles, books and book chapters on these topics.

Alan Hirvela is an Associate Professor at Ohio State University. He taught previ-
ously at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. In addition to his article and book
publications, he is currently co-editor (with Diane Belcher) of TESOL Quarterly.

Ken Hyland is Professor of Applied Linguistics and Director of the Centre for
Applied English Studies at the University of Hong Kong. He has published over
150 articles and 14 books on language education and academic writing. He was
founding co-editor of the Journal of English for Academic Purposes and is now co-
editor of Applied Linguistics.

Ann M. Johns, Professor Emerita of Linguistics and Writing Studies (San Diego
State University), has devoted her academic career to ESP issues. Her research in
the 1970s and 1980s was on English for Business and Economics (EBE); but she
soon turned to, and has remained with, English for Academic Purposes (EAP),
especially as it relates to novice students. Her five books and her more than sixty
articles and book chapters focus principally upon genre pedagogies and student
learning in secondary and post-secondary contexts both in the United States and
abroad. She served as co-editor of English for Specific Purposes Journal (1985-93),
and she continues to review manuscripts from five international journals.

Ryuko Kubota is Professor in the Department of Language and Literacy Educa-
tion in the Faculty of Education at the University of British Columbia, Canada.



X Notes on Contributors

She has many publications in edited books and journals such as English for Specific
Purposes, Journal of Second Language Writing, and TESOL Quarterly. Her research
interests include critical applied linguistics and second language writing.

Meredith Marra is a member of the Wellington Language in the Workplace Project
team and a Senior Lecturer at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand,
where she teaches a range of courses in sociolinguistics and workplace discourse.
Her primary research interest is the language of business meetings, and she has
published in the areas of humor and gender in workplace interactions. Her latest
research focuses on intercultural interaction involving skilled migrants in the New
Zealand workplace.

Carol Lynn Moder is Professor of Linguistics and TESL at Oklahoma State
University. From 2004-2006, she held contract grants with the International Train-
ing Division of the US Federal Aviation Administration to develop an Aviation
English curriculum for International Air Traffic Controllers. She served as a con-
sultant to ICAO in 2005, participating in the development of the CD of ICAO
rating samples.

Hilary Nesi is a Professor in English language at Coventry University, UK. Her
research interests include English for Academic Purposes, and the design and
use of lexical reference tools. She was principal investigator for the project to
create the BASE corpus of British Academic Spoken English, and for the BAWE
corpus project “An Investigation of Genres of Assessed Writing in British Higher
Education”.

Catherine Nickerson is an Associate Professor of Business Communication in the
College of Business Sciences at Zayed University in the United Arab Emirates. She
has held senior positions in India and in the Netherlands, and has also lived and
worked in the United States and the United Kingdom. Her current research inter-
ests include the use of English as an international language in business contexts
and the communication of Corporate Social Responsibility.

Jill Northcott is a Lecturer and Head of English for Business and Law at the
English Language Teaching Centre (formerly IALS), University of Edinburgh, UK.

Brian Paltridge is Professor of TESOL at the University of Sydney, Australia. He
has published in the areas of English for specific purposes, genre analysis, aca-
demic writing, and discourse analysis. He is a former editor of the journal English
for Specific Purposes.

Jean Parkinson is a Lecturer in Applied Linguistics in the School of Linguistics
and Applied Language Studies, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand.
She has published in the areas of language for science and technology and writing
pedagogy. Her current interest is in the language used to discuss qualitative and
quantitative research results.



Notes on Contributors xi

Paul Prior is a Professor of English and the Center for Writing Studies at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Extending earlier studies of genre,
voicing, literate activity, chronotopic lamination, and disciplinarity, he is currently
working on studies of semiotic remediation practices in academic and everyday
settings.

William Rozycki is a Professor in the Center for Language Research, University
of Aizu, and chair of the IEEE Professional Communication Society, Japan chapter.
His research interest is the discourse of engineering, with a special focus on the
oral presentation practices of non-native English-speaking engineers.

Sue Starfield is an Associate Professor in the School of Education and Director of
the Learning Centre at the University of New South Wales, Australia. She is co-
editor of the journal English for Specific Purposes and co-author of Thesis and Dis-
sertation Writing in a Second Language. Her research interests include advanced
academic writing and research genres and identity in academic writing.

Paul Thompson is a Senior Lecturer in Corpus Linguistics in the Department of
English at the University of Birmingham, UK, and Director of the Centre for
Corpus Research. He is currently developing large-scale multidisciplinary corpora
of doctoral theses and of research articles, and is also involved in the development
of corpus-informed language learning materials for second language learners.

Zuocheng Zhang is a Lecturer in TESOL at the University of New England, Aus-
tralia. His research interests focus on business discourse, English for specific
purposes, multimodality, and discourse and identities and he has published
extensively in these areas. He is currently collaborating on a research project on
contemporary Chinese business discourse supported by the Program for Innova-
tive Research Team and the “211 Program” at the University of International
Business and Economics, Beijing, China.



Acknowledgments

We are especially grateful to all the authors whose chapters ensure the Handbook
of English for Specific Purposes will make a substantial contribution to the field. We
thank Danielle Descoteaux and Julia Kirk at Wiley-Blackwell for their support and
encouragement in this venture, also to Louise Ennis for her very careful copy
editing of the book. We are, as always, thankful to our families and life partners
for their forbearance as we pursue our scholarly endeavors.

Every effort has been made to trace copyright holders and to obtain their per-
mission for the use of copyright material in this book. We apologize for any errors
or omissions in this and would be grateful if notified of any corrections that should
be incorporated in future reprints or editions of this book.



Introduction

Overview of the Handbook

The Handbook of English for Specific Purposes is a state of the art survey of research
in the field of English for specific purposes (ESP). Each chapter of the book
presents a review of a particular topic in English for specific purposes research.
The chapters have been specially written for the Handbook by authors who have
a high level of expertise and are well regarded in the field of English for specific
purposes research. Each chapter includes comprehensive reviews of research in
the area being discussed, as well as indications for further research directions in
relation to the particular topic.

The audience for the Handbook is students, teachers, and researchers with an
interest in English for specific purposes research, as well as people working in the
areas of language studies, language teaching, and applied linguistics more gener-
ally. The Handbook is aimed at upper level undergraduate students as well as
graduate students undertaking masters and doctoral degrees in TESOL, English
language teaching, and applied linguistics. The book is also a reference work for
scholars with an interest in researching this particular area of language teaching
and learning. The book does not assume a background in the area of English for
specific purposes, but is, at the same time, sufficiently advanced to meet the needs
of researchers in this area. The Handbook aims to be a user-friendly yet authorita-
tive reference work for students and researchers in the area of English for specific
purposes.

The Handbook of English for Specific Purposes, First Edition.
Edited by Brian Paltridge and Sue Starfield.
© 2013 John Wiley & Sons, Inc. Published 2013 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc.



2 Introduction

What is English for Specific Purposes?

English for specific purposes (ESP) refers to the teaching and learning of English
as a second or foreign language where the goal of the learners is to use English
in a particular domain. The teaching of English for specific purposes, in its early
days, was largely motivated by the need to communicate across languages in areas
such as commerce and technology (see Benesch 2001, Johns, this volume, Starfield
2012 for reviews of these developments). This has now expanded to include other
areas such as English for academic purposes (EAP), English for occupational
purposes (EOP), English for vocational purposes (EVP), English for medical pur-
poses (EMP), English for business purposes (EBP), English for legal purposes
(ELP), and English for sociocultural purposes (ESCP) (Belcher 2009).

A key feature of an ESP course is that the content and aims of the course are
oriented to the specific needs of the learners. ESP courses, then, focus on the lan-
guage, skills, and genres appropriate to the specific activities the learners need to
carry out in English. Typically (although not always) ESP students are adult learn-
ers. They are also often a homogeneous group in terms of learning goals, although
not always in terms of language proficiency. Key issues in the teaching of English
for specific purposes are how to identify learner needs, the nature of the genres
that learners need to be able to produce as well as participate in, and how we can
know that our learners have been able to do this successfully, and, if not, what
we can do to help them to do this. These (and many other) issues are discussed
in this Handbook.

Research Directions in English for
Specific Purposes

In a chapter (Paltridge and Starfield 2011) we wrote for the Handbook of Research
in Second Language Teaching and Learning we looked at current research trends in
English for specific purposes as they appeared in the pages of the journal English
for Specific Purposes. The main themes we identified were studies that took a genre
perspective on ESP language use, corpus studies of specific purposes uses of
English, studies which examined the use of English as a lingua franca in specific
purpose settings, and research into advanced academic literacies. We also found
that studies that looked at issues of identity in ESP teaching and learning and
ethnographic approaches to examining ESP texts and contexts were increasing in
their popularity.

Belcher et al.’s (2011) New Directions in English for Specific Purposes Research takes
this discussion further by pointing to other issues that are attracting the interest
of ESP researchers. One of these is the issue of disciplinary language and ESP
teaching. Hyland (2002, 2004, 2011) in the area of EAP, for example, has shown
how the use of language varies in terms of rhetorical patterns and linguistic fea-
tures across disciplines, especially in their written genres, arguing that this needs
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to be accounted for in the teaching and researching of specific purpose genres.
ESP studies have also considered contextual aspects of specific purpose genres,
taking up Swales’ (1993) argument for the need to go beyond structural and lin-
guistic examinations of texts in order to better understand social and contextual
features of genres (see Paltridge and Wang 2011; Swales and Rogers 1995 for
further discussion of this). Research in ESP, then, has increasingly moved from
linguistic descriptions, on their own, to studies which aim to understand why
genres are shaped as they are, and how they achieve their particular goals.

Classroom-based research has also come to more prominence in ESP publica-
tions. A key researcher in this area is Cheng (2011) who discusses learner, teacher,
and institutional factors that impact on ESP teaching and learning. He points to
the need to better understand how learner needs and expectations are translated
into learning objectives in ESP classes, as well as how ESP students interpret these
objectives and use them to guide their own learning. Cheng also discusses the
relationship between input materials and output activities and the criteria that
ESP teachers use to judge whether their input materials are suitable for their stu-
dents and the learning objectives of the course. He discusses the issue of appropri-
ate methodologies in ESP classes as well as classroom-based assessment in ESP
settings. Cheng’s research helps us to understand some of these questions. There
are still, however, many questions in this area that need future research.

Identity continues to be a research interest in the area of ESP as well as the use
of English as a lingua franca in specific purpose settings. Genre studies continue
to attract interest, although they are now becoming increasingly more complex
and multi-method than they once were (see Flowerdew 2011, Tardy 2011 for
further discussion of this). There is an ever-increasing use of ethnographic tech-
niques in ESP research (see Dressen-Hammouda, this volume; Starfield 2011) and
the issue of learner needs is becoming more complex and more focused, not just
on what learners need to do, but also on who they want to become (Belcher and
Lukkarila 2011). Corpus studies have continued to have an important place in ESP
research and critical discourse analysis, as well as critical perspectives more gener-
ally, which have started to gain more prominence in ESP research (see e.g. Kandil
and Belcher 2011; Starfield 2011, this volume). Research in ESP, then, while still
specific, is also increasingly critical and ethnographic at the same time as it main-
tains its materials-driven, learner-centered and needs-responsive focus (Belcher
2009; Dudley-Evans and St. John 1998). As Johns in the first chapter of this volume
points out, ESP research has come a long way since its early days in the 1960s. It
has perhaps moved in ways that early teachers and researchers might not have
expected, or anticipated. Some of these developments are reflected in the chapters
of this Handbook.

There are most certainly, however, other developments that are yet to come, as
very clearly articulated by Diane Belcher in the final chapter of the Handbook. In
her chapter, Belcher points to the important role that ESP can play in increasing
access and options for learners in their current and future worlds of work, study,
and everyday life. In particular, she points to how research into specific purpose
language use as well as ESP professional practice more generally, can help do this.
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1 The History of English for
Specific Purposes Research

ANN M. JOHNS

Introduction

Reviewing the history of English for specific purposes (ESP) research presents at
least three problems: the first is deciding when the review should begin, that is,
at what point in ESP’s long history. This problem was solved by taking the lead
from John Swales (1988), whose movement history, Episodes in ESP, begins in the
early 1960s. The second problem is more difficult: though much of the research
cited in this review was written for international journals, there has always been
considerable localized, on-site ESP/LSP research that is either unpublished, pub-
lished in a language other than English, or in local journals. For example, there
are, or have been, regional ESP journals in Brazil (ESPecialist) as well as confer-
ences and research publications in other parts of Latin America (see Horsella and
Llopis de Segura 2003), where the Latin American ESP community has been active
for many years'. In Europe, ASP: la revue du GERAS (see e.g. Gledhill 2011) and
Ibérica, the official journal of AELFE, the European Association of Languages for
Specific Purposes, often publish relevant articles (see e.g. Bhatia 2002). The
European Association for the Teaching of Academic Writing (EATAW) conferences
include a variety of papers that could fall under the ESP rubric (see Futasz
and Timar 2006). IATEFL also has a special interest group in ESP http://espsig.
iatefl.org/ which publishes research reports (http://espsig.iatefl.org/). At this
writing, at least three other publications are also available: the Asian ESP Journal
(http:/ /www.asian-esp-journal.com/), ESP World (http://www.esp-world.info),
and the international (currently print and online) journal, English for Specific Pur-
poses (ESPJ]). Because of this wide variety of possibilities, it is sometimes difficult
to make clear-cut decisions about trends in research or which articles to cite.

The Handbook of English for Specific Purposes, First Edition.
Edited by Brian Paltridge and Sue Starfield.
© 2013 John Wiley & Sons, Inc. Published 2013 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc.



6 Introduction to the Handbook

A third problem confronts the reviewer, as well: making a clear distinction
between research and practice. Unlike many other research areas in theoretical
and applied linguistics, ESP has been, at its core, a practitioners’ movement,
devoted to establishing, through careful research, the needs and relevant dis-
course features for a targeted group of students (see e.g. Richterich and Chancerel
1977). As Belcher (2009a: 3) points out in her edited collection:

ESP specialists accept the responsibility for finding out what their learners will likely
need (and want) to be able to read, write, speak and comprehend as listeners to
achieve their goals.

This conflation of research and pedagogical practice may explain why John
Swales’ ground-breaking Episodes (1988) history includes eleven pedagogical
pieces and only three other entries that would be considered research by the
current reviewers of ESP] or why Issues in ESP (Waters 1982) includes five chapters
on research-based pedagogies. This may be why Tom Huckin and Leslie Olsen,
respected ESP researchers, wrote Technical Writing and Professional Communication
for Nonnative Speakers (1991) for the classroom, or why Michael Long’s (2005)
research-based collection is devoted exclusively to needs assessment, fundamen-
tal to ESP curriculum design. No doubt this is why Ken Hyland, a prolific English
for academic purposes (EAP) researcher, addresses teaching approaches in his
volume titled, Genre and Second Language Writing (2004), why Helen Basturkmen
(2006, 2010) combined research on learning and pedagogy in her ESP overview
volumes, or why Swales and Feak (2000, 2004, 2009, 2011a, 2011b, Feak and Swales
2009, 2011) have produced pedagogical volumes that apply current ESP research
to teaching. Undoubtedly, there are more published and unpublished examples
of this research/teaching interaction in many parts of the world.

Given the frequent — and required — conflation of research and pedagogical
practice in ESP, how can a history of research, in contrast to systematic preparation
for teaching practices, be written? To identify some distinctions between the two,
four sources have been consulted: Hatch and Farhady (1982), whose volume on
applied linguistics research design remains one of the best, even today; Martin
Hewings’ “A History of ESP through English for Specific Purposes (ESPJ)” (2001);
Peter Masters” “Research in ESP” (2005), and the international journal English for
Specific Purposes (ESP]), founded as The ESP Journal in 1981.

Hatch and Farhady defined research as “a systematic way for searching for
answers to appropriate questions . . .” The researcher’s task is viewed as “asking
the appropriate questions, selecting the best and optimally the shortest ways to
find answers, and interpreting the findings in a way which we can justify” (1982:
1). On the other hand, in his 2005 overview of ESP research, Peter Master, who
served as ESP] co-editor, includes a variety of pieces on course design which
might not qualify under the Hatch and Farhady definition; thus his view of the
nature of ESP research is considerably broader, influenced, no doubt, by his peda-
gogical practice. However, as Hewings points out, and which should be clear from
the discussion that follows, since its inception, the premier international journal,
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English for Specific Purposes (ESPJ]), has become increasingly empirical, as explora-
tory and course design papers have become relatively rare. Not surprisingly, the
number of ESP] articles on program description has decreased significantly: from
36 in the first five volumes to 10 in volumes 16-20 (Hewings 2001: 1). One result
of this move toward empiricism is that the journal has now been included in the
prestigious Social Science Citation Index (SSCI) “which is widely used as an indi-
cator of quality research publications in, for example, US tenure committees and
the UK Research Assessment Exercise” (Hewings 2001: 1).

Using these sources and my own experiences as a previous ESPJ co-editor and
researcher, I have divided the research history that follows into four sections: The
Early Years (1962-1981), The Recent Past (1981-1990), The Modern Era (1990-
2011), and The Future (2011 plus), principally citing the articles in ESPJ as evi-
dence, but drawing from a number of other sources as well.

The Early Years 1962-1981 (From Text-based Counts
to “Rhetorical Devices”)

This review begins in the years following World War II, where Swales (1988) began
in Episodes in ESP. At that time, the central focus of ESP research was English for
science and technology (EST) in academic contexts, an interest that remains strong
to this day. In the first years of this period, research tended to be descriptive,
involving statistical grammar counts within written discourses. Swales’ first
example in Episodes, by Barber (1962), was devoted to counting grammatical fea-
tures across genres (textbooks and journal articles), in an attempt to determine
some general sentence-level characteristics of EST. However, as Swales noted, this
type of work “had descriptive validity but little explanatory force” (1988: 59). So
this approach was soon overridden, as influential EST researchers, John Lack-
strom, Larry Selinker, and Louis P. Trimble (see e.g. Lackstrom et al. 1972), began
to dominate the field. For these North American authors from what was called
“the [University of] Washington School,” the relationships between EST grammar
or lexicon and the authors’ rhetorical purposes in texts were central, a connection
that continues to be the focus of much of the ESP discourse analysis. Their
“Grammar and Technical English”