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INTERETHNIC RELATIONS IN CENTRAL ASIA
AND ITS PROSPECTS

Nasriddin NAZAROV,
Doctor of Philosophical and Political

State Pedagogical University

‘ Sciences,Professor of the Chirchik

Abstract. The article focuses on the optimal development of interethnic relations in the Central Asian
region in subsequent years and explores its promising aspects. In particular, the theoretical views of
interethnic processes are analyzed and the author’s personal approaches to solving existing problems in

this regard are put forward.

Key words: Central Asia, interethnic relations, salidarity, ethnic processes, regional development.

Axnotayma. Makonaga Maprazui OcHé MWHTaKaCcKWAa Munnatnapapo myHocabatnapHuer HEHHHTH
AMANAPAATM PUBOKM XAM/AA YHUHI MCTUKBONM KMPPanapu TaAKUK STUATAH. MycycaH, 3THOCAApapo wa-
paBHNap XaKWaark Hasapuil Kapawnap Taxnn KAMHKG, myannubHuHr 6y Gopaga masmyg Myammonap
EMWMMIA KAPATHATAH WaXCHid BHAAWYBNAPW WITApK CYPUATEH.

Kanut cyanap: Mapkaauwi Ocué, munanatnapapo mMyHocabaTnap, XaMMUXaTAMK, ITHWK KapaeHnap,

MHHTaKaBHIA TAPaKKKUET.

AHHOTAUMA, B CTaThe aKUEHTHPYETCA BHUMAHWME HA ONTMMANBHOM Pa3BHTHU MEMHAUMOHANBHLIX OT-

HOLWWEHWIA B pervoHe LigHTpanbHoi AanK 8 NOCABAYIOUWNE rOA4LI W MCCNEAYIOTCA ero NepcnexkTUBHLIE acnex-
Thl, B 4acTHOCTKW, aHANWMIWPYIOTCA TEQPETHYECHHE BIrNALLI Ha COBPEMEHHbIE MEMITHWYECHHE NPOUBCCEl W
BLIABArAKOTCA MYHBIE NOAXOALI 3BTOPA K PEWEHKID AaHHOK npobnemel.

Kniouessie cnosa: LieHTpansHan A3uA, MEMHALMOHANBHOE OTHOLUEHWA, CONMAAPHOCTD, ITHHYECHWE

MPOLECChbl, PEMMOHANLHDE PA3BUTHE,

Improving interethnic relations in Central Asia is
an important factor in socio-economic, political and
cultural development of the region, and the optimal
development of the Eurasian region is directly relat-
ed to the steady nature of the ethno-social balance in
Central Asia. “It is well known that the present stage
of human history is characterized by integration and
intensification in all spheres of social, political, eco-
nomig, spiritual and cultural life™. And these integra-

tion processes represent the essence of any develop-
ment. All the evolutionary achievements of people’s
progress are the result of direct unity and cooperation.
“All members of ethnic groups in the poly-ethnic so-
ciety seek to apply dikhotomi and cultural diversity.
Mutual cultural replenishment raises the connection
and creates a symbiotic mood. In the absence of mutu-
al complementarities, no support is provided on ethnic
grounds™”. Therefore, in the conditions of the renewed

1 National idea - the factor of development and security / M Zhakbarov and others - Tashkent, Publishing house "Turon zamin tiyo", 2014.

- P 9. (Uzbek).

? Ryzhova SV, Ethnic and civil identity in the contest of inerethnic tolerance. Dissertation for candidate of Soclology. - Moscow, Institute

of Soclology RAS, 2008. - P. 39. (Russian)
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Uzbekistan, the leaders of the republic should pay
special attention both to the integration processes in
the Central Asia, not forgetting national interests, and
to aspirations aimed at the socio-cultural integrity of
the peoples of the region.

The mechanisms for the improvement of intereth-
nic relations in the poly-ethnic sector of Central Asia
can be promoted in the following ways by:

1. Ensuring integration of ethnic groups into the
polyethnic community in the context of social mod-
ernization in the region. At the same time, with the
emphasis on the socio-legal interests of all peoples,
they have the opportunity to develop the qualities of
loyalty to the common mentality and universal values;

2. Ensuring the functioning of all regional organ-
izations and associations in the socio-political, na-
tional and cultural character of Tolerance — Positive
Thoughts — Collaboration — Friendship — Relationship
Formula.

3. Achieving of the national, as well as the univer-
sal mentality of diversity of ethnic interests in region-
al thinking. To do so, to arrange conferences and other
types of meetings with the participation of literary,
cultural and art workers is important;

4. Being realistically aware of social life through
sociological surveys to ensure the improvement of
interethnic relations, and to create public opinion in
that direction. Sociological surveys, along with stud-
ying public opinion, are also important in shaping the
minds of the population and directing them to a par-
ticular area;

5. Providing the success of good neighborhood
concepts instead of the concept of internationaliza-
tion in the post-soviet system in order to ensure the
sustainability of post-material orientation of cultural
development in national and regional thinking;

6. Enhancing the loyalty to the universal values,
along with the four values of the Genius and the idi-
osyncratic-family, makhalla (neighborhood commu-
nity), pre-school education (kindergarten) and other
educational institutions, the armed forces, along with
loyalty to national values, and ensuring a stable na-
ture of good neighborhood, friendship and blood re-
lations;

7. Ensuring co-operation between nations and eth-
nic groups for the common benefits of Central Asia,
including Uzbekistan, for the sake of achieving com-
mon stability in Uzbekistan, as well as emphasizing
the common goals of the people in the region.

DEMOCRATIZATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS — 4/2022

As the ultimate goal of the peoples of the region
is to develop civil society institutions, it is important
to start with its focus on the main indicator in the pol-
ytechnic community — the improvement of interethnic
relations. And strengthening the foundation of such a
consultation requires constant attention as the main
task of today. A number of studies on identifying de-
ficiencies and successes in improving the interethnic
relations in the Central Asian polytechnic society, as
well as mentalities, ethno-social stereotypes and na-
tional self-consciousness among the people of the re-
gion, have shown that the identity of the particular na-
tion or region is an important factor in the self-aware-
ness of an individual, With regard to stereotypes, as
components of regional and national characteristics, it
is worth to mention certain important issues:

. Positive changes occurring under current status
of civil society institutions are reflected in the minds
of the regional population as well, promoting the so-
cial consciousness of citizens and promoting the cul-
ture of regional values.

2. Socio-cultural perceptions and positive chang-
es in people’s behavior shape regional mentalities,
and nowadays positive relationships, this is crucial.

3. Modernization in general and modemization
of the society, in particular, is reflected in the human
minds as a result of which the old stereotypes change,
and socio-cultural changes in the minds of the mem-
bers of a society are considered to be positive mo-
ments of the period.

4. It is noteworthy that in the context of the for-
mer totalitarian system, replacing the counterfeit ste-
reotypes in the minds of the population with national
characteristics and ensuring the sustainability of re-
gional characteristics in the context of today's think-
ing, these aspects, along with the formation of civil
society institutions, reinforce mutual friendship and
mutual understanding,

At present, naturally, in the life of the people of
the entire Central Asian region, social values, as well
as the development of good neighborhood and blood
relations are observed. This process has shown the
ethos of the ethnic groups living in the Central Asian
region as a whole, with the common goal and direc-
tion, and the sense of responsibility for the fate of all
the people is in the minds of the population.

The role of the socio-political environment and
the real practice for the formation and development of
a new civilized mentality and national self-conscious-
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ness among ethnic groups in Uzbekistan is a guaran-
tee for the development of a legal democratic society
based on ethnic harmony and civic integrity. Article
I8 of the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan
states: “All citizens of the Republic of Uzbekistan
have the same rights and freedoms, regardless of their
gender, race, nationality, language, religion, social or-
igin and conviction, personal or social status™. It is
a political and legal guarantee of the equality of all
ethnic groups, as well as a rationale in the national
policy area of the Republic. At the same time, Uzbek
ethnicity, as the main ethnicity, should be aware of the
burden of great responsibility in interethnic and in-
terreligious interaction in the society along with the
development of Motherland. It means that the respon-
sibility and role of the Uzbek nation in securing ethnic
progress in the country is also important in the devel-
opment of socio-political development. The political
significance of the ethnic Uzbek community based on
the civic cohesion of all ethnicities living in the coun-
try and the high responsibility of the Uzbek nation and
the position of indivisibility as the indispensable na-
tion naturally impose great responsibility on the Uz-
bek nation. It is with the great responsibility that the
ethnic Uzbeks live together in harmony with all ethnic
groups living in the country. At the same time, in en-
suring the optimal distribution of inter-ethnic relations
the following elements aré important:

1. The activity of the Central Asian People’s As-
sembly, established in 1995, but not functioning now,
should be revived. In addition, it should not be over-
looked by the fact that the organization combines
healthy thinking intellectuals with opportunities to
work as catalysts for public diplomacy. Founders of
this international organization, as well as the five Cen-
tral Asian republics, have the necessary resources to
cover the budget of these five countries, as well as
to attract international organizations interested in the
unity, culture and spirituality of our peoples, including
the UNESCO, the Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion and other organizations — as a pledge of positive
effect.

2. Establishing an Academic Center for Research
of the Central Asian Studies in Tashkent, Uzbekistan,
based on its role, status and capacities in Central Asia,
with the adoption of its Academy of Sciences mem-
bership in each of the sector’s academies, and their

activities as an academic solution to regional issues,
conferences, and symposiums. Until any problem
cannot be solved by a commeon scientific solution, it
is likely to cause regional conflicts. It is necessary to
involve UNESCO, along with five Central Asian re-
publics, to cover the organization's material costs,

3. Establishing a regional religious organization
of the region in harmony with the work of the Central
Asian Muslims Religious Administration — CAMRA
(SADUM — in Russian), functioning in our region,
and also in the wider region, from 1944 to 1990, based
on the essence of the religious factor among the peo-
ples of Central Asia. This organization should be en-
gaged in dealing with Islamic values among members
of the regional community, the role of educated Islam
in educational process is invaluable. Only the ability
to use it properly, that is, the ability of the educated
Islam to act in the right direction is also important for
the rise of regional morality. As religious scholars,
religious organizations in the republic, Islamic coun-
tries interested in promoting Islamic education in the
region, and international organizations of ISESKO
should be involved,

4. In the poly-ethnic industry of Central Asia, it is
important to focus on this issue in the development of
interethnic relations, complementing spiritual factors.
Indeed, social thinking is directly related to spiritual
factors. Among the people of the region, the alumni,
the poets and writers, who have a special place in the
development of regional thought, have a very good
human nature and should broadly promote the ideas of
the contemporaries aspiring to the society, especially
young people. Positive features in social behavior are
directly related to the promotion of traditional moral
factors. Promoting friendships and relationships in the
minds of the region we bring peoples together, espe-
cially young people.

5. Ministries of Culture and the media have com-
mon cultural heritage for the people of the region,
including Alpomish, Gorogli, Manas, Chambil gama-
li and so on, focusing' on the propaganda of poems,
emphasizing common aspects of the people of the re-
gion. The Kyrgyz national hero, Manas, is also said
1o be Alp Manas, and if so, this is closer to Alpomish,
and even a personality is a sign of the totality of the
spintual heritage of our peoples, one of the historical-
ly formed processes.

* The Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan - Tashkent: "0'zhekiston”. 2017 -2 5 (Usbek)
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6. The role of culture and art in the unification of
peoples is incomparable. Therefore, it is important for
the Ministries of Culture to provide more access to
cultural and artistic meetings and to ensure that they
are accessible to the public. An effective tool for rais-
ing awareness is the penetration of these cultures into
the heart of a friendly and honest nation on the basis
of national culture and art. And Such events should be
started with the lower layers of friendship and solidar-
ity by linking working peoples which will provide sta-
ble and lasting development.

7. It is important to focus on the youth factor in
ensuring friendship and cohesion in the activities of
youth organizations operating in each republic. In-
deed, future relationships are directly related to this
factor. The future regional development, along with
the consolidation of the independent statehood, as
well as the achievement of the creative talents of our
creative nations and the achievement of high quality
public opinion on the basis of their prominence is a
key factor in strengthening friendship and mutual re-
lations.

8. One of the key tasks of today is to curb the
youth of the region from such negative attitudes when
terrorist-aggressive movements around the world con-
tinue to attract young people. It is well-known that the
Central Asian region, along with its natural resources,
is rich in human resources, in the face of complexity
of today’s market relations, the majority of the popu-
lation, especially the youth, is unemployed. Therefore,
it is necessary to develop immunity and hatred against
any form of discrimination by raising creativity in the
minds of young people. For this purpose, youth organ-
izations, religious organizations and law enforcement
agencies should use their cultural and educational pro-
grams efficiently.

9. The role of sports in strengthening friendship
and unity is invaluable. Therefore, on the initiative
of the youth organizations of the republic, sport de-
velopment organizations and local authorities on the
across-border regions, special attention is paid to sport
competitions among the youth of the region, such as
sports of the people of the region, namely, wrestling,
kopkari, horse racing, play an important role in the de-
velopment of inter-ethnic relations.

10. Developing ideological immunities of young
people in the context of a variety of ideological threats
is strategically important. Therefore, focusing on the
spirituality of young people within the educational
institutions of the region, such as schools, secondary
specialized and higher educational establishments,
and the use of elements of traditional values for the
people of the region is important to promote ideolog-
ical immunity. These aspects provide a clear vision of
the role of good and bad in the minds of young people,
the aspects of creativity and destructiveness, creativi-
ty and corruption, the place of good and evil in human
development.

Today, the emergence of civil society institutes,
as a vital task for our people’s empowerment among
the regional peoples, plays an important role in the
improvement of inter-ethnic relations. These aspira-
tions make it important for the people of the region,
in particular the youth to focus on a specific objective
that is a natural process in the mentality of our peoples
who feel the sense of responsibility for the future of
their youth as a traditional value. Increasing the social
activity of young people through the strengthening of
the influence of spiritual and economic factors, and
promoting the development of ideological immunity
raises the level of their spiritual-moral features. For
this purpose, it is envisaged to expand the propagation
of family values and to make better use of educational
opportunities of makhalla. “Traditional institutions of
social activism include family, surrounding environ-
ment, school, secondary and higher educational insti-
tutions, social institutions, which have the same effect
on man™. Hence, as a factor in the formation of the
level of social activity, the family plays an important
role in the recognition of the educational effective role
of the family. The moral image of a person, especially
young people, is shaped and developed in the family.
The positive or negative attitudes of a person’s spirit-
uality and morality are manifested directly as a result
of training, determining his/her lifestyle, that is, what
certain position he/she occupies in communication.
“The spirituality of the person, his moral qualities,
is based on the first-ever family, which develops and
emerges in the system of social education and enlight-
enment. Creating favorable conditions for the spiritual
well-being of a person depends on the understanding

* Kadyrova Z.R., Sharipov A.Zh., Alimasev VLA, Karimova E.G., Madaeva 5h.0. 5oci a-philosophical questions of social activity of youth and
the development of their tolerance. -Tashkent: Publishing house of the Institute of Philosophy and Law, 2006. - P. 8. (Uzbek).
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9. An analysis of the results of such expesnental
research is a matter of detecting the ohsmacies 1 the
improvement of interethnic relations & mltsational
societies, and the elaboration of solutions et are im-
portant to ensure optimal developmens.

10. Along with the achievements of community
members, particularly those related 1o the develop-
ment of youth morality, focusing on shorcomings and
problems, and promoting their solutions are Emportant
today in the study of the optimal ways and means of
securing our national development, as well as the im-
provement of inter-ethnic relations:

11. Strengthening friendship and cohesion among
the peoples of the region through the strengthening of
the beneficial co-operation in these processes during
the process of strengthening the activities of non-gov-
ernmental organizations and self-governance bodies,
which today form civil society institutions, will also
serve for the direction of activities:

12. The philosophical-functional study of the in-
terethnic relations in the poly-ethnic society of Central
Asia provides for the development of positive features
in the minds of the population of this region, incorpo-
rating the various aspects of ethno-national fragmen-
tation. Proposing suggestions and recommendations
on promoting these features will help fill the composi-
tion of scientific and theoretical research. At the same
time, the aforementioned events will increase friend-
ship and cohesion in the minds of the peoples of the
region and the sense of responsibility for future devel-
opment in Central Asia,

Paying attention to these aspects will contribute
to the overall implementation of the “Development
Strategy” program document developed by the Pres-
ident of Uzbekistan in contributing to the develop-

ment of national unity and good neighborhood con-
cepts. In the process of formation of a civil society in
general, it serves to achieve stability in the multina-
tional Central Asian region, amongst the population,
especially in the spirituality of the region's youth,
such as friendship and brotherhood. The spirituality
of young people, which accounts for sixty percent of
the total population in the region, is seen as a com-
ponent of the ethical image of nations and nations
as a component of regional spirituality, Concepts
that call for one, such as spirituality, morality, and
good neighborhood, define the degree of maturity of
a person. The level of maturity of a person connected
with the development of thinking, contributes to the
development of the spirituality of the family, com-
munity and society. This aspect is essential in the rise
of universal thinking, and is related to the general
welfare.

The development of the socio-cultural and civic
consciousness of all ethnic groups living in the coun-
try as an integral part of the people of Uzbekistan who
are proud of the history and culture of the country,
adhere to the ideas of national independence who are
confident in the future of Uzbekistan, and are orient-
ed to the principles set out in the Development Strat-
egy, along with the national interests, which ensures
universal interests as well. The friendship and good
neighborly relations are developing today. The de-
velopment of proposals and recommendations on the
improvement of interethnic relations is also important
for the progress of regional empowerment, as well as
the progress of friendly feelings among the Central
Asian peoples. Indeed, the importance of any research
is determined by the essence of its realization of spe-
cific recommendations in the social life.

$

DEMOCRATIZATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS — 4/2022

81




